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Serving God in Medical Missions

Submit to God’s Will 
and Watch

Early training to be a doctor!

(continued on page 2)

  One of the most rewarding and transformational 
things a person can do is submit to God’s will and 
watch as His perfect plan unfolds. I have always 
been certain of myself and my decisions, especially 
the decision to pursue medicine and dedicate my 
life to serving others for God’s glory. And because 
I want to incorporate my love of travel, culture, and 
language into my future career, I thought a medical 
mission trip would be a good way to determine if 
mission work could be part of my future as a doc-
tor. 
   An internet search brought me to many websites 
and organizations that took medical teams to other 
countries, but my interest kept directing me to Dr. 
Sealy’s Peru trip. I applied to go on the trip, but 
my status as a college student and lack of medical 
training left me doubtful I would even be invited 
to go. But God knew such an experience would be 
just what I needed to better understand His plan for 
my life and to witness His power working through 
a wonderful team of people honestly submitting 
their lives to His purposes. 
   During the weeks leading up to the trip, I grew a 

little nervous at the thought of going to Peru with a 
group of people I had never met before. But God, 
in His wonderful grace and mercy, dispelled all 
my fear and doubt as soon as we arrived in Peru. 
   A week with Dr. Sealy and his team was life-
changing, to say the least; words cannot describe 
how evident the love of Christ was in each per-
son’s actions, and they showed me what genuine 
service means as a doctor and Christ-follower. 
Interacting with the Peruvians was a true joy - they 
are vibrant and welcoming, and it was humbling 
to get a glimpse of their way of life. It was also a 
unique experience for me 

Peru July 8-17

By Madison Weiner
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as a student to learn more about patient care from a 
new perspective, one outside of traditional healthcare 
settings; each person on the team was patient and kind 
enough to teach me medical and interpersonal skills 
that are essential for becoming a good doctor. 
   I learned a lot about excellent patient care and 
medicine. But more importantly, I learned that service 
and compassion for others knows no geographical, 
cultural, language, or educational boundaries; rather, 
each person is equipped with unique skills to reach 
out to all people and spread the truth of God’s infinite 
love and perfect plan for every person. I have a new 

(Submit to God’s....continued from page 1)

Dr. Dave Sealy, left, was the team leader for the High Andes, Peru trip on July 8-17.  

perspective of my future as an aspiring doctor, and I 
am confident that I will use my intellect and language 
skills to serve people through medicine and medical 
missions. This experience is one that I treasure and 
thank God for each day; it has laid the foundation for 
my personal mission statement and the beginning of 
my journey into medicine. Praise God for His beauti-
ful creation, His perfect timing, and His infinite love 
that allows us to serve whole-heartedly for His king-
dom.    
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     I recently attended a 
mission trip to Hondu-
ras. Unfortunately, our 
leader, Andy Leisring, 
had to miss the trip 
due to some short lived 
medical issues. (He is 
ok now.) Dr. Jay 
Leisgang, myself, two 
other doctors, two 
nurses, a pharmacist, 
four pre-med students 
and several support 
staff  members joined 

us on a twelve day mission trip to San Antonio de la 
Questa in central Honduras. It was truly an amaz-
ing trip. We alternated between clinics in the village 
and in the mountains.
     The mountain clinics were super busy as doc-
tors don’t always make it up there. One day we saw 
376 patients in the mountains alone! We saw over 
1,200 patients in six clinic days. It was very satisfy-
ing to get all those seen who needed to be seen. But 
the real beauty of  the trip was the attitude of  the 
Honduran people. Their positivity and endurance 
inspired us to work harder for them. They were 
amazing and graceful and courteous and patient 
with our less than stellar Spanish!
     What also was a great joy was watching our 
team gel together. Seeing 376 people in one day 
with four docs? Really? We quickly became a well-
oiled machine. (Necessity is the mother of  inven-
tion.) From the staff  taking the intake info, to 
those doing vitals, to the interpreters, the pre-med 
students, the docs, those who prayed with each and 
every patient after their encounter, was pure joy. 
     It was all faith based. We had a different theme 
for each day of  clinic, and reflection at the end of  
the day, like the parable of  the Good Samaritan, for 
example.
     But what about the Hootenanny? We borrowed 
a guitar from our local support staff, who were 

incredible supporting 
us on the ground. We 
worked on a few tunes 
in anticipation of  our 
celebration meal.
     Our celebration day 
started with prayer and 
then an amazing home 
cooked meal. There 
was traditional Hondu-
ran dancing. Then the 
hootenanny!
     We started with 
Sweet Home Alabama. 
You have to have a southern song if  you are going 
to have a real hootenanny followed by La Bamba, 
Twist and  Shout, and finished with Sweet Caroline. 
We had them all singing, especially the ba ba ba!
     We had wonderful hosts, wonderful patients, 
wonderful food, and a wonderful time!  A true 
blessing from God - a real joy.   A real Hootenanny 
in Honduras!

Hootenanny 
in Honduras!

By Dr. Marc Alexander

July 29-August 9

Dr. Marc Alexander sees 
patients in San Antonio de 
la Questa, Honduras clinic.

     In our country, we can go, get our eyes examines 
and are quickly fitted with glasses.  That is not true for 
people who do not have access to local eye doctors, nor 
do they have the money for glasses.  Going on VIMM 

Mission trips and taking 
glasses,  allows us to fit 
glasses for people who really 
need them.  
      Recently, in Peru, Mary 
Klaus and I tested 832 peo-
ple, who were then fitted with 
glasses.  An eighty seven year 
old man came to clinic and 
was tested by Mary.  He was 
fitted with glasses and it was 
a joy to see his face when he 
realized he could see clearly.

Fitting Glasses for 
People Who Really 

Need Them
Peru August 23-September 1

By Glenda Condrey

Eighty- seven year old 
man is delighted to be 

able to see!



by Kathy Cater
Executive Director

  The View from Here  
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In Honor of   
  Newlyweds Andy & Erin McKinney by Fay Brown

In Memory of
  Bill Lasher by Peggy Lasher Bentley

     As a part of Dr. Sealy’s group to Huaraz, Peru, we 
spent our clinic days at villages in the shadow of the 
22,000 foot, snow-capped Huascaran Mountain.  The 
clinics made for long days after travelling from one to 
two hours or longer each way.  The arduous bus rides 
made you realize how difficult it would be for those 
farmers to travel for healthcare. 
      I was lucky to have the opportunity to work with 
children putting fluoride on their teeth.  It was disap-
pointing to see kids with several molars that were rot-
ten and a few young children with several teeth miss-
ing or broken.  A doctor in our group said they do see 
“milk” teeth in the U.S. so it happens here as well.  I 
also handed out vitamins for adults and their children.  
      Having travelled internationally, one thing that 
is the same around the world is the importance of 
families.  I could see parents who cared deeply about 
their children and adult children who cared deeply 
about their parents.  When I put a parasite pill in their 
hands, I could tell many of the elderly had worked 
hard in their lives.  Their hands were rough, suntanned 
and calloused.  As we were leaving the village at the 
end of one day, I saw one of our patients dressed in 
her colorful, traditional dress in a field with a bull.  
She was cutting something, setting her scythe on her 
shoulder and threshing it on the ground.  It looked like 
back breaking work.
     I have studied several languages, and was fasci-
nated by the Quechua language.  I was able to hear 
a couple of translators who spoke different Quechua 
dialects.  I was glad to hear that in addition to Span-
ish, Peruvians learn English and Quechua in schools, 
so hopefully the Quechua language will live on.  I met 
a Peruvian English teacher who spoke exceptionally 
well, and spoke with some young boys who were not 
afraid to try out what they had learned in school.
     The farm girl in me was happy as a clam riding the 
bus looking out the window at beautiful rural scenery, 
farming methods, animal care, and building materi-
als.  I saw oxen pulling a plow, hogs tied to stake like 
a dog, firewood stacked tall, 

Wonderful news!  

We have received
 an offer to MATCH 

donations up to $15,000 
until the end of the 

year! 
     We are extremely grateful for this generous 
support. As you think of your blessings during 
this Christmas season, please consider how you 
can bless others by giving to VIMM.  A doctor’s 
visit, medicines, vitamins, eyeglasses, and water 
filters mean much to many who seldom have these 
things available to them.  Your gift will be dou-
bled to help many who live in poverty in rural and 
remote villages.  VIMM teams are able to offer 
loving care, and local missionaries and churches 
provide follow up when they are able to assist.
     Thank you for supporting VIMM.  I thank God 
for His abundant gifts to us and wish you and your 
family a happy Christmas holiday. 

By Sinda White

Peru July 8-17

(continued on page 5)

Difficult Travel 
to Get Healthcare

Special Donations
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     In late July 
our team of 
15, led by Dr. 
Wehrman, made 
the journey to 
the town of La 
Cuesta, about a 
2-hour ride from 
Tegucigalpa, the 
capital of Hon-
duras. Amongst 
the group were 

doctors, nurses, a pharmacist, students, and laypersons 
coming from all across the country to serve together. 
For some, this trip was their first time traveling out-
side of the United States, and for some of the veterans 
this was their second, third, and even fourth trip to La 
Cuesta. 
     After opening each clinic day with a prayer, the 
team quickly set to work seeing patients of all ages 
– from a 6-day old neonate all the way up to a very 
spry 92-year-old woman. By the end of our trip, the 
team provided care to over 1,200 patients in addition 
to much needed health education, women’s care, spiri-
tual support, and medications. We spent a few days 
traveling into the surrounding mountains and trans-
forming one room schoolhouses into makeshift clinics 
capable of seeing over 300 patients in a day. For a few 
patients too elderly or weak to travel to the clinic, we 
were even able to arrange for home visits. It was truly 
amazing to watch the team work tirelessly and without 
complaint to serve the Honduran people. 
     I have to give a shout out to the incredible group of 
translators that worked with our group! These extraor-
dinarily talented young men and women worked be-
sides the VIMM team and were essential to providing 
good care. What’s even more amazing is that so many 
of the translators were aspiring to become nurses, 
doctors, and dentists so that they too could serve their 
fellow Hondurans. 
     A pleasant surprise came about on Sunday when 
our group went to mass. One of the doctor’s in our 
group also happened to be a 

Old Friends Reunited 
to Make a Difference

and guinea pigs and ducks in netting on top of a 
car waiting for the market to open.  I was expect-
ing the food to be “rice and beans” and “beans and 
rice”, but I was pleasantly surprised.  The food 
and coffee were excellent everywhere.  I ate fresh 
trout, tasted new juices, and the tres leches cake 
was delicious.
      The in-country missionary group that coordi-
nated our trips was helpful in whatever circum-
stance and devoted to their work.  The Peruvians 
were remarkably generous.  One day we were 
treated to a special lunch of cuy (guinea pig) - a 
delicacy, and potatoes prepared by local ladies 
outside with a huge pot.  Our patients were also 
generous to their neighbors. When the Quechua 
translators were busy elsewhere, I would ask other 
Spanish speakers in line to translate for me and it 
worked well.  Many patients thanked and hugged 
us again and again.
     I am glad that the Peruvian government allows 
us to come into their country and I am grateful for 
VIMM’s generosity.  I pray that the health of our 
many patients was improved and they felt com-
forted by our presence.

(Difficult Travel....continued from page 4)

By Josh Kaine, MD

July 29-August 9

TRIPS                              DATES     
 
Dom. Republic   January 5-12
Honduras (Olanchito)                 March 15-23
Domincan Republic  March 16-23
Sri Lanka   February 7-17
Honduras                                     May 25-June 1
Peru (Quillabamba/Cusco)          May 30-June 6
Peru (Huaraz)               July 7-16
Honduras (La Esperanza)           July 14-21
Peru (Ventanilla/Puente Piedra) September 13-22

Visit our website for applications, specific trip 
details, costs, and donations/payments.   

www.vimm.org

Trip Schedule 2019
Take a Trip......Change a Life!

(continued on page 6)
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deacon and was able to join the local 
priest to help celebrate mass! After-
wards, some of the team had the pleasure 
of touring one of our host’s coffee farms 
and learning about what it takes to go 
from seed to cup. 

      For me this was a personally rewarding 
experience. I first traveled to La Cuesta 
ten years ago as a student (with many of 
the same team members) and this year I 
was privileged to return as one of the 
doctors serving on the team. So much 
has changed in those ten years – the 
town has become more developed, 
technology is more prevalent, and for 
some the standard of living has im-
proved. Some of the young Hondurans I 
first met ten years ago are now graduat-

ing school and becoming doctors as well! Despite all of the changes, the 
kindness, grace, patience, and generosity of the Honduran people remains 

unchanged. Forever optimistic, steadfast in their faith, and continually looking forward, the Honduran people 
are a source of great inspiration. I think it is safe to say that all of our team members took something meaningful 
away from the trip. I can only hope that we were able to have as much of an impact on the patients we cared for 
and the people we met in our travels.

(Old Friends....continued from page 5)

New friends were made in 
La Curesta, Honduras


